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NORDEFCO Vision 2025

On the 13th of November 2018, the Nordic Ministers of Defence adopted
the following vision for enhanced Nordic defence co operation:

We will improve our defence capability and cooperat ion in peace,
crisis and conflict. We ensure a close Nordic political and military
dialogue on security and defence. Acknowledging our different
security affiliations, we pursue an agenda based on joint security
perspectives, efficient and cost-effective cooperat ion to strengthen
our national defences and the ability to act togeth er.
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NORDIC DEFENCE COOPERATION
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Foreword

The Nordic countries are bound together by geograph 'y, history, culture,
language and values and there is a long tradition o f Nordic cooperation.

Our region constitutes a single strategic area, and we all agree that a major
security crisis in the region would affect all the Nordic countries. The current
security situation firmly underlines the importance of the Nordic defence
cooperation and the need to build security together .

This year the Nordic defence cooperation celebratesyieateamnniversary. It is worth
noting that the cooperation has come a long way sinceniilb2g9. At the outset, our
cooperation was motivated primarily by the aim of mainf&entain defence capabilities
and exploring common solutions. The serious changesenuhgyssituation during the
last few years has deepened our cooperation and we are siog taouefforts on the
ability to act jointly.

In order to bolster the Nordic defence cooperation, thasbwethirmanship of 2019
started the work on implementing Vision 2025. We hawdidatexd and further
developed ongoing projects and also launched new inithaggesial emphasis during
this year was on discussions to further develop the Nefehce cooperation in
peace, crisis and conflict.

Of particular importance is the establishment of the NGRQECrisis Consultation
Mechanism. In November we tested and endorsed the mechanwswe Nave a tool for
enhanced information sharing and consultation duringocesisflict. This was a major
step forward and the Nordic ministers have all agreed thaingetske advantage of
this opportunity.

At the Visby ministerial meeting in April, Sweden, Biallach Norway signed an
agreement on security of supply, and Denmark declared istgntttee agreement
following further scrutiny. This offers an opportunityafmore efficient use of resources
In peace, crisis and conflict. The agreement regareingigll_anding Bases has been
extended to also include armed aircraft. The Nordic ded@pezation is present and
active in international operations. In Mali, NORDEFCOUmsdisd transport aircrafts
to MINUSMA and contributed with Mobile Training Teams.

Yet another milestone that | would like to highlight is the @Glnallenge Exercise (ACE).
It was the largest air exercise in Europe in 2019 and wgssetas the first Nordic

flag level exercise according to agreed criteria. In 20M6rdlzeministers agreed to
develop ACE into a recurring high intensity air combagxXéagise. The Nordic air forces
have approached this endeavour in close cooperationenithitdd States. | am happy
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“In order to meet our
responsibility, we must
continue to strengthen

our ability to act together in
peace, crisis and conflict.”
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that Norway will continue the work and take responsibilipyainning the ACE

exercise in 2021. Also, this year the military exerciberNdind took place near the
Swedish-Finnish border where approximately 10 000n@#fsom Sweden, Norway,
Finland, UK and US participated. Exercises such as ACE aherNaxtind not only
improve our national capabilities and ability to act togeténeralso clearly demonstrate
the strong cooperation that exists between the Nordigiesunt

The Nordic countries have different security affiliabonare united by the common
responsibility of maintaining peace and stability in dwf@arrope. In order to meet
our responsibility, we must continue to strengthen dily &bact together in peace,
crisis and conflict. Strenghtening the Nordic defenceratiopen the coming years
will benefit the Nordic region and promote stability and tselselyond our borders.

It is encouraging that there is strong political will andrswggdan our countries for
increased Nordic defence cooperation. | would like to tadepbteunity to thank my
Nordic colleagues and everyone who has contributed toitheaants obtained this
year, and | look forward to the Danish chairmanship of NORDEFGQew.

Peter Hultqvist Minister for Defence Sweden
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The NORDEFCO Structure
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Swedish Chairmanship 2019

— A Summary

The overarching aim of the Swedish chairmanship of NORDEFZII9 was twofold.
Firstly, to initiate a discussion on how to further devetolddrdic defence cooperation
in peace, crisis and conflict, and secondly to continuengilstre NORDEFCO as a
platform for a wide-ranging security policy dialogueentordevelop regional security
in a more efficient way. The priorities for the Swedigimemeship were formulated in
accordance with the goals set out in NORDEFCO's visi@024r.

Throughout the year, several meetings have been held a¢ noilitahy and political
level. At the ministerial level, the Nordic defence nmgnisegt on Gotland 9-10 April
and in Stockholm 19-20 November, where the ministers aisaineeiordic-Baltic
and the Northern group format.

At the Political Steering Committee (PSC) level, the i@pphiEctors and Armaments
directors met in Stockholm 11-12 March while the Policiodésrenade a joint trip to
Washington D.C. and Norfolk 12—14 March. The PSC Poliangneas combined
with several meetings with U.S. representatives. Tt&Gatideting, including a
Nordic-Baltic meeting, was hosted by Iceland and took pRegkjavik 15 October.

The Nordic Permanent Secretaries met in Lulea 23-24 Mayhelidhad the
opportunity to visit the Arctic Challenge Exercise Z0#9Permanent Secretaries also
met in Washington 9 September which offered the pogédritbordination ahead

of the Nordic-Baltic-US (NBUS) meeting 10 September.

Ve L 7 ¥

From the Ministral Meeting on Gotland 9-10 April 201 9. 3BKRWR -RQHUHLM *RYHUQPHREMY2
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NORDEFCO Cooperation Areas
Military Level

The cooperation areas (COPAS) are a central part ofthe Nordic defence
cooperation military framework. The COPAs are responsible for the
implementation of decisions made by the Military Co ordination Committee
(MCC). Projects and activities are primarily managed through the COPAs,
together with the Coordination Staff (CS) that hand les the coordination and
facilitation on behalf of the MCC. There are five COPAs where nations
participate with relevant expertise and national ma ndates. The areas of
cooperation are, capabilities, armaments, human res ources and education,
training and exercises, and operations. Parallel to the COPAs there is also
a Communications Network to support the cooperation .

Cooperation Area Armaments (COPA ARMA)

COPA ARMA aims to enhance coordination and cooperatianamants and
acquisitions. COPA ARMA is mandated to initiate and adateisbrking groups

in any area that is deemed beneficial for Nordic armamergsation. Possible
development programs and mutual benefits on buying or mam&guipment are
identified from mutual exchange of information on nationalngment plans and ad hoc
initiatives presented by participating nations. COPA AR ElI80 responsible to maintain
the dialogue with the defence industry and to seek ad@eith Veltmonization of
requirements and national processes.

Cooperation Area Capabilities (COPA CAPA)

COPA CAPA addresses the Nordic countries” military denezibplans and processes,
with the main task of identifying and proposing areas fbiltgmaoperation. Based
on common needs and mutual benefits, COPA CAPA systemdbadliyes areas of
cooperation where there are possibilities for devetmpimgroving capabilities. The
overall intent being to increase operational effectiveness.
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Cooperation Area Human Resources and Education
(COPA HRE)

COPA HRE aims to achieve an enhanced cooperation withieldhed human
resources and military education in the Nordic countri®®\ BRE facilitates the
exchange of knowledge and experience on policies and poegiarding human
resources and education in order to gain operational beme:iystimized resources
among the Nordic countries. COPA HRE works as a hub to rmaierdind facilitate
platforms for experts to meet regularly and exchange imdorarad best practices
in certain fields of expertise.

Cooperation Area Training and Exercises (COPA TEX)

COPA TEX aims to continuously identify possibilitiesgordenation and
harmonization of military training and exercise actatiesg the Nordic countries.
COPA TEX identifies, discusses and coordinates infonnrshioing and cooperation
concerning future training and exercise opportunities.

Cooperation Area Operations (COPA OPS)

COPA OPS prepares and coordinates force contributiong,ndepilsredeployments
and logistical support for an increased operational effggpantsaf ongoing operations.
COPA OPS is event driven and operates through respectiveesauiiitary line
organisation and maintains the Nordic network of opelgtianaers, ensuring close
dialogue in order to create the basis for common contrgution

Norwegian soldiers participating in Northern Wind 20 19. 3KRWR -HVSHU 6XQGVWU P 6ZHGLVK $UPHG )RUFHV
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Cooperation Area Armaments
(COPA ARMA)

COPA ARMA had several ongoing projects in 2019. Oneprominent
deliverable was the COPA ARMA 2019 screening proces of possible
cooperation on ammunition procurement. During 2019, ten different
working groups were operating with experts from the Nordic countries’
line organizations, such as defence headquarters, logistics
organizations, Ministries of Defence, services, etc.

The working groups’ activities produced added value tartlogppating countries in
the form of cost savings, exchange of information/bestqa®sctharing of national
resources etc.

Nordic Combat Uniform (NCU)

The work on the Nordic Combat Uniform is on-going. Denmanlgrel, Norway

and Sweden are cooperating on procuring a new militarynumiidr differing
camouflage for each nation. The project has startedstisey-@#ad evaluations during
2019-2020. Denmark is planned to be the first country te réekveries of the
completed uniform during 2021.

NORDEFCO Project Development Guide (NPDG)

The purpose of the NPDG is to establish procedures and gsdetihow
NORDEFCO common procurement projects are developed anteeXeased on
experience from the NCU project. By giving an overview\ameissues and
stakeholders, the NPDG aims to increase the potential Eesst@cNORDEFCO
common procurement. The NPDG provides practical guidammeviio ensure that
critical issues are treated properly and to mitigate righl, @s gwe insights into
lessons learned.
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Cooperation Area Capabillities
(COPA CAPA)

COPA CAPA focused on improving the capability devebpment process

within NORDEFCO in 2019. As follow-up from 2018, Ca°A CAPA has explored
new possibilities for cooperation within the NORDEF CO Exploratory Space
Study and the Study on Autonomous and Unmanned Syst ems as well.
Autonomous systems, unlike remotely operated system s, have the ability

to perform certain functions independently. This ca n support military
operations, e.g. by contributing to force protectio n as well as increasing
mobility and improving lethality.

Nordic Enhanced Cooperation on Air Surveillance
(NORECAS)

The Nordic Enhanced Cooperation on Air Surveillancetsoofssharing of radar
data and integration of air traffic control and communicgstenss. This provides
improved situational awareness in the Nordic region inipeaceith the aim to
enhance and strengthen air surveillance cooperationNG{RDEFCO. The project
Is in its implementation phase and is estimated to be opeiationd-2021.

Autonomous and Unmanned Systems (AUS)

In the Autonomous and Unmanned Systems project, COPA CAB¥e@xpe
potential for including AUS-related issues into NORDEF@@t@s. AUS is a
rapidly growing technological trend, which is becomiregpresent in military
capabilities and is expected to be of greater importanae dervdtopment of the
defence sector. The work included how the Nordic natiorenbance information
sharing, knowledge and education within this area.
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Cooperation Area Human Resources
and Education (COPA HRE)

The work and focus within the COPA HRE have been caicentrated on the
working group Nordic Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear threats
Centre of Competence (CBRN CoC) and the final repot is due late 2019.
The required knowledge for education and training o f CBRN specialists is
a scarce resource. In this respect there are knowle dge gaps in the
NORDEFCO nations, which will be mitigated by enhan@d cooperation.

A new working group within the scope of “broader recraitraad working group

PME (Professional Military Education) has widened thef amgoeration in the field

of education for Non-commissioned officers (NCO’s). Ivsawonposed of cooperation
in OF and OR (Officers and Other Ranks), education and intiadgsitic Defence
College, an area in the Nordic context that has potentiattharfenhanced cooperation.
The overall aim is to further explore the possibilities orohdsvelop the Nordic
exchange program on military personnel education on oe&ritesiuding

NCO education.

Working group Nordic CBRN Centre of Competence

The Working group aims to establish a Centre of Compet&weden in 2021

(at the National CBRN Defence Center in Umea). The paitigipations see the need
for and the benefits of enhanced cooperation in the CBRN aceah8re are relatively
few individuals that have specialist level of CBRN expettiseNORDEFCO nations,
they are valuable and hard to replace.

Working group Professional Military Education (PME)

The aim of working group Professional and Military Educatofurther explore

the possibilities on how to develop the Nordic exchangaprog military personnel
education and to further explore the possibilities on haeveétog the Nordic exchange
program on military personnel education on other levalsjmgcNCO education.
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Cooperation Area Training and
EXercises (COPA TEX)

The valued relationship with strategic military par tners in Europe and
across the Atlantic, including NATO, is strengthened by synchronizing
exercises and training events for the purpose of en hancing interoperability
and sharing best practices in military domains of m utual interest for our
military forces.

The COPA TEX List of Nordic Exercises, “TOP NORDIC EXERC33Evhich was
produced in 2019, was decided by the PSC to be an annual report.

Increased dialogue amongst the Nordic countries has labéshest in order to, to
the maximum possible extent, influence and benefit frompadidic in multinational
exercises of common interest from large strategic NAT@segdccregional bi- and
multilateral exercises.

Sharing of experiences

The Nordic countries are sharing lessons learned fronpptaicin exercises and
training activities both on a national and internationalTéeebest national practices
are evaluated and shared among countries with common gamalal plecesses and
procedures for sharing lessons learned are developed amdzearbased upon both
national and NATO doctrines. COPA TEX is continuously gemgland refining how
to best share lessons learned among our nations.

Arctic Challenge Exercise (ACE)

The major joint combined air exercise Arctic Challengedex2019 is a clear evidence
of the Nordic nations” aim to bring military excellence oamplex and realistic

threat scenario in the northernmost parts of Europe. €hgdssxwas developed under
the auspice of NORDEFCO to become one of the major airsesentiEurope
supported by U.S. Air Force in Europe. Arctic Challengeigexmatches the most
advanced and complex Western air exercises of today — anaxtomor
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Cooperation Area Operations
(COPA OPS)

The building of trust and confidence between the No rdic nations’
representatives have been of great importance. This confidence has given
the Nordic nations’ military headquarters the abili ty to handle time critical
iIssues as well as prudent planning issues. COPA OP$as, based on common
Nordic political decisions, been ready to prepare, plan, and coordinate
contributions, deployment/redeployment and logistic s support to

operations both domestic and abroad. In order to ac hieve the tasks,

COPA OPS will continue to maintain the Nordic network, keep a relevant
dialogue and monitor the global situation.

During 2019, COPA OPS scrutinized possible joint NORDEF@@res within the
framework of the NATO Mission in Iraq (NMI). This task isetéuother explored in
2020. Discussions also found that there was common gropodsitie NORDEFCO
cooperation in Sahel. All Nordic nations were involvednia Isvel of further planning
and joint ventures in support of operation Barkhane. Sihetangoing and will be
further explored in 2020.

Training provided by the Nordic Mobile Training Team i n Timbuktu. 3KRWR +DPSXV +DJVWHGW 6ZHGLVK $UPHG )RUFHV
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Arctic Challenge Exercise

During 2019 the Arctic Challenge Exercise (ACE) haveen planned,
developed and conducted as a recurring high intensi ve Air Combat Flag Level
Exercise, as decided by the Ministers for Defence in November 2016.

ACE was held for the first time in 2013. It is an air combatsexerecuted jointly
every second year by Denmark, Finland, Norway and Swedetatiathal responsibility
for the exercise. In addition, considerable support fexéneise is provided by the
United States Air Force. The exercise originates fromybarisdld Cross Border
Training (CBT) concept between Finland, Norway and Swe@€i9| the exercise
was conducted for the fourth time.

In 2015, an initial report was drafted suggesting advanhoktherexercise to reach
so-called flag level, making it more intensive, complextiamg-edge in close
cooperation with the U.S.

A flag-level exercise is characterized by a dynamic and seatistrio. The five
countries organizing ACE agreed on the following crady@arhet: real time Kill
removal, extended Ground Based Air Defence Capability (Gi&D)e communication,
possibility for tactical use of munitions, extended januaypadpility, dynamic opponent,
and separate training and opponent planning cells anditibstrib

During the NORDEFCO ministerial meeting in Copenhagen iermer 2016,

the Nordic ministers agreed on a plan to develop ACE intararrgdlag level
exercise. It was agreed that this should be done gradudlé/ rseetitfor U.S. support
and involvement was emphasized. Subsequently, a Letimtdfilol) between the Air
Chiefs’ of Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden and the U.8rdai-Europe was
signed in October 2017, stating the intention to develoxistiaggACE exercise
concept into a high-quality European flag exercise.

Planning for ACE 2019 started in September 2017. Thezatgenincluded a Core
Planning Team (CPT) with representation from DenmarknditNarway and Sweden
with additional support from U.S. Air Force. The CPT castirdifferent working
groups in charge of the various projects, such as flatasad scenario building.
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The Nordic Permanent Secretaries met in Luled 23-24 May where they had the opportunity to visit the Arctic Ch allenge
Exercise 2019. 3KRWR -HVSHU 6XQGVWU,P 6ZHGLVK $UPHG )RUFHV

ACE was executed between May 20th and June 5th. The seamaedeed on a

crisis management operation, with UN-mandate. The aito lwerease air defence
capability, interoperability, training opportunitest,effectiveness and operational effect.
The exercise included approximately 100 fighters and 28isgmuccraftcovering

4 000 participants (including ground forces) from nine esum@enmark, Finland,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, UK andATSAalso

participated with AWACS aircraft. Four bases in threaiesumisted all participants:
@rland, Bodg, Lulea and Rovaniemi. ACE was the main aiseekeEurope this year.

The hard work to develop ACE into a European high-qualbtyeflel exercise payed
off, ACE 2019 was evaluated as the first Nordic flag lenae$execording to criteria
set up in 2015. ACE sends a clear signal of the strong oo ke exists between

the Nordic countries and serves as a stabilizing facta fegtan. It is also an
important step in reaching the targets stated in NORDEM&Wa 2025 by facilitating
interoperability between our countries as well as erthBlloccic-Transatlantic relations.

We are now looking forward to the next ACE exercise undeeflanneadership
in 2021.

1 Examples of participating aircraft are JAS 39 Grigen, F-15, F-16, F-18, Typhoon and Rafale
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10-year anniversary of NORDEFCO

Nordic cooperation was initiated in 1952 through th e creation of the
Nordic council. Since then the Nordic countries hav e been engaged in
United Nations peacekeeping initiatives, providing a concerted effort in
supporting UN missions such as United Nations Emerg ency Force (UNEF)
in the Suez region in the 1950s and the United Nati ons Protection

Force (UNPROFOR) in the Balkans during the 1990s.

“NORDEFCO constitutes the
current framework for Nordic
cooperation on defence and this
year the cooperation celebrates
its 10th anniversary.”

In 1997 the Nordic Coordinated Arrangement for MilitargeP&apport (NORDCAPS)
was initiated for coordinating peace support educatioraandgr NORDCAPS
inherited those responsibilities which prior had been tinedsordic Stand-by Forces
in United Nations Service (NORDSAMFN). Nordic defence catopecontinued

to evolve during the 1990s with the establishment of Mam&ments Cooperation
(NORDAC). In 2007 the Swedish and Norwegian Armed fordéeshpdla joint study
outlining a partnership intended as a complement to theumto€® cooperation
with EU and NATO. As a result of the study Nordic supportiveridefStructures
(NORDSUP) was established with the aim of increasingfmastey and enabling
retainment of military capabilities. NORDSUP was eséabirs2008 and included
all five Nordic countries.

In 2009, the three structures NORDCAPS, NORDAC and NORDSU®R whe
brought together into a single overarching structureotdéeefence cooperation
(NORDEFCO). NORDEFCO constitutes the current framewark@mdic cooperation
on defence and this year the cooperation celebrates itsniGthsary. Following is a
historical overview of Nordic defence cooperation 20082-201
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2009

In January 2009, Finland assumed the chairmanship of the NBPRDS
Steering Committee. The Finnish chairmanship strivezhte an
overarching structure encompassing all aspects of Néediede
cooperation. In November 2009, this was accomplishedhehdardic
ministers for defence signed a memorandum of understanduhga(ifd
created the Nordic defence cooperation (NORDEFCO). NORDEFC
brought the previous NORDAC, NORDCAPS and NORDSUP
cooperation structures together into one common ir@télframework.

i

2010

6

In 2010, the Norwegian chairmanship focused largely upon the
establishment and implementation of the new NORDEFCOwsteact
Discussions on the development of NORDEFCO towards 2G20 wa
initiated, and a Nordic General Security Agreement wed Jiga
cooperation area Training and Exercises (COPA TEX)talalssbsd,
and a joint weekly training programme for the air wingsla Rallax
and Rovaniemi was introduced (Cross-Border Training .Nawtimg
the year NORDEFCO also initiated cooperation activitiesf@nchal
discussions with the three Baltic States.

2011

In 2011, the Swedish chairmanship furthered the implaorenfat

the NORDEFCO military structure and developed framework&/& d
the process forward. A five-year Combined Joint Nordicig®lan

for 2012—-2016 was developed and the Nordic countries agrstdblish
the Nordic Centre for Gender in Military Operations. Aufditly,
cooperation with the Baltic states was established ametbegvited to
participate in selected activities at the military |&eeéstablished Nordic
cooperation in Afghanistan continued with Swedishskiand
Norwegian weekly-operated common logistical flightgbaAistan.

2012

The Danish chairmanship dedicated the year to developingENKORD
along the lines of smart defence and pooling and sharingemiéoy
Nordic cooperation was further enhanced through the gigrtime
letter of intent on a Nordic Tactical Air Transport (NOR)I ®ther
achievements during the year were the introduction etlavop
screening process by the Military Coordination ComnMi@@)( the
establishment of annual NORDEFCO-Baltic meetings at M€IC-le
and Cross-Border Training South. Nordic cooperatiorghmAfstan
continued with enhanced planning for coordination of msaleghts
from Afghanistan.

NORDEFCO Annual Report 2019 19



2013

In 2013, during the Finnish chairmanship, the most importan
achievement on policy level was the development of the NGIRIDE
Vision 2020, renewing the political commitment in deepéring
Nordic defence cooperation. In 2013, the NORDEFCO steictas
evaluated and the MCC representatives decided on a plando chang
the structure, process and working methods. A four-yiear@an was
developed with the aim of enabling a more effective natemakee
planning and enhancing the quality of the cooperation.otiyeut
Nordic Chiefs of Defence (CHODs) as well as the National Aamsm
Directors (NADs) and Nordic Permanent Secretaries/StatteBes
were also more formally incorporated into the existing NGRDE
structure. The cooperation area of strategic developasenierged
with the area of capability. Armaments were also irgcbds@n ad-
ditional cooperation area (COPA ARMA) within NORDEFQ@ T
Combined Joint Exercise Plan for the Nordic countriesxpasded to
also include the Baltic States. Additionally, Finlandiai@and Sweden
made a joint contribution together with the Baltic States EU
training mission in Mali.

Other achievements during 2013: the Nordic defence rsisigteed
a memorandum of understanding on the establishment of arpool fo

NORTAT.
2014

In 2014, the scope and intensity of the dialogue betweenrdie No
countries increased due to the changing security situ&ioope.
The need to exchange information and to develop Nordicdgddtice
cooperation and security dialogue grew with the Nordin’segi
increased importance. Cooperation on air surveillanceemagied
by addressing the potential for a closer and more operational
cooperation within air surveillance. A roadmap congexoirdic
Cooperation for Air Surveillance Information Exchan@RECAS)
was developed during the year. Finland, Norway and Sweztéey tog
with NATO, also implemented an agreement on Air Situatiateal D
Exchange (ASDE).

Furthermore, Nordic-Baltic cooperation developed talmelll
activities under the military cooperation areas (CORAs) &GOPAS
were thus in essence open for participation by Estoniia, &adv
Lithuania. The Nordic-Baltic Assistance Programmeityamailding
initiative was initiated in 2014. During Norway'’s rotediandertake
NATOs Air Policing Mission on Iceland in spring 2014, Eintard
Sweden participated in training and exercise activitiesarRenm
Finland, Sweden and Norway also assisted the UN and OPCW in the
escort and transportation of chemical weapons out ofi @4,
Cross-Border Training South and North was merged inte Binaey
Training.
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2015

In 2015, the Swedish chairmanship launched the conce@RoEEPF-O Action

Plans (NAP) at Policy Steering Committee (PSC) leveurpbsepwas to emphasise
certain areas for cooperation as laid out in Vision 208al%etion plans where
proposed with the ambition to provide the military levielolgar taskings, goals
and timelines. Significant progress was made regam@limgiioh sharing with a
decision to implement a secure communication system bigtsvBlendic capitals.

In the Nordic-Baltic assistance programme, Denmarka Lathuania and Norway
deployed a Nordic-Baltic team to Georgia, developing agoiimdg and evaluation
centre. Furthermore, the work on establishing a highkiintam combat flag exercise
was initiated, and the concept of Cross-border training @B Taken further with
Iceland signing the technical agreement. Development of Gloogieration within
the framework of Open Skies was also initiated during the yea

2016

In 2016 a key priority for the Danish chairmanship was tweeip possibility of
flexible military access, at sea, land and in the air be®vendib countries. During
the year development of the Easy Access Agreement (EAljtiated, and the
agreement was signed by the Nordic ministers in Copenh&sowember 2016.

The agreement facilitates movement of military capabiiithe respective countries’
territories during peacetime. Furthermore, Denmark, rsamdl®&orway entered the
Alternate Landing Base Agreement (ALB), which allowedadchailitary aircraft to
land on each other’s airbases. In 2016, Denmark, Norway, &wekBenland also signed
a technical agreement on a Nordic Combat Uniform (NCU)jséstaph joint purchase
of uniforms.

Other activities during 2016: A declaration on the NBedii Assistance Programme
was signed in September, ensuring continued Nordic-Baiecatmn. In June, the UN
ambassadors from Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Belgium and Podedal &etter

of Intent (Lol) to make a tactical air transport capabiéthable, through a Nordic
rotational programme, for the UN mission MINUSMA. Furthexpaoframework for an
agreement on NORTAT was developed during the year andnedsgithe Nordic Air
Chiefs in November.

2017

The Finnish chairmanship dedicated the year on fosterimgiitprand to take

forward selected initiatives. The MoU on NORECAS was émhalizing the year and
was signed by the ministers in November. The initial impiioreiof the Easy Access
MoU started with the drafting of an implementation pldiabke Top Discussion (TTD)
was organized in connection with PSC meeting in Octoberl@gyd®Rectors and
MCC representatives from each Nordic country participated.

Other activities during 2017: an agreement was made wrhbedevelopment of ACE
and a Lol on strengthening the exercise was signed togithlee Whited States.
Finland and Iceland also signed the Technical ArrangementAdrBtmeaning all the
Nordic countries had joined the agreement at the end of 2017.
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22

2018

2019

During 2018, the Norwegian chairmanship sought to inéroduc
new plans and objectives while also continuing ongoiectgroj

A key priority was to develop a new vision for NORDEFGO. A

the ministerial meeting in Oslo 13 November, the Nordiccdefen
ministers agreed on the new vision, Vision 2025. The secur
communication system became operational between all filee Nord
countries. At the fall ministerial meeting, the Nordic terimiggreed
to task the MCC with drafting a technical agreement regandin
extension of the Alternate Landing Base concept to iachdd
aircraft. NORECAS was further developed with the NordiClAiefs
from Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden signing a Technical
Arrangement. Other activities during 2018: Denmark, Nanday
Sweden supported MINUSMA in Mali with tactical air transport
capability through a rotational programme.

During the Swedish chairmanship of 2019 the work to inmpleme
Vision 2025 has been initiated. On 19 November, the nsinister
endorsed a Crisis Consultations Mechanism enabling imdormat
exchange, enhanced common situational awareness and a forum to
discuss and coordinate joint strategic messaging reghadéety
concerns in crisis or conflict. The Arctic ChallengeiEgdACE) was
successfully conducted as a flag level exercise based tarithsetnip
in 2015. On 9 November 2019, a new version of the Altearatang
Base agreement (ALB) was signed by the Nordic air chiefs, now
including also armed aircraft. On 20 November 2019, thenagtree
was also signed by Iceland.

An action plan on total defence and resilience was adope®&Cth
meeting in March 2019 with the aim of enhancing knowledgegsh
experiences and exploring possibilities for further edoperAn ad
hoc ministerial working group was established with theaskito
identify possible areas for cooperation. The resudtpresented at
the ministerial in November, where the ministers conchatethé
findings by the working group constituted a good platformofdnm
forward.

At the ministerial meeting in April, Sweden, Finland andaieigned
an agreement on security of supply. The agreementappatésnity
for a more efficient use of resources during peacetime hactvent
of crisis or conflict. Denmark issued a letter of intent talsgn
agreement on security of supply at a later stage. In OatNloedjc
Project Development Guide was published.
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From the Ministral Meeting in Stockholm 19-20 Novemb er 2019. From left: Antti Kaikkonen, Minister of De fence Finland,
Trine Bramsen, Minister of Defence Denmark, Peter Hultgvist, Minister for Defence Sweden, Arnor Sigurjonsson,
Director General Iceland and Frank Bakke-Jensen, Miister of Defence Norway. 3KRWR 0DJQXV /LOMHJUHQ *RYHURHRHQW 2

Joint Nordic Op-Ed on strengthened
cooperation

The Nordic Defence Cooperation (NORDEFCO) is celehating its ten-year
anniversary this year. It is a close and operational cooperation that
contributes to a more secure Nordic region. Now we are taking additional
steps to be better prepared in case of a crisis.

The Nordic countries are bound together by geographyy,tustture and values, we
share a common responsibility to maintain peace andystabilit neighbourhood. We
are mutually dependent on the supply of goods, acceds téumotional and interlinked
infrastructure and transport routes that cross our bofdsesure Northern Europe is
our common interest.
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“In order to meet our common responsibility
for the security in our region, we must continue
to strengthen our capabilities to act together.”

We are living in unpredictable times with new challerggs @ats bringing about a
sense of uncertainty in our societies. Therefore, wbenusfpared to defend our
democratic societies. If a major security crisis wouldimt¢ha Nordic region, it would
affect us all. In order to meet our common responsibilitiyef@ecurity in our region,
we must continue to strengthen our capabilities to adtengkittoday’s defence
ministerial meeting, we are therefore endorsing a NOR DEf&I¥consultation
mechanism with the aim to enhance our information sharingresundtation during
crisis and conflict, to be more prepared if a crisis would occur

The purpose of the Nordic Defence Cooperation is to strandgnearticipants’ national
defence, explore synergies and facilitate efficient cauluioons. This has guided our
work from the outset, and still forms the basis for the Nordiad2e@ooperation.

Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 2014 and the ongmsgiago eastern
Ukraine, has deteriorated the international securitjositarad has led to a military
build-up in our region. Russia’s behavior continues éasednternational tensions.
Cyberattacks, information operations and intelligemaggescare other security
challenges we all face. The security situation at hand hasrmpact on all our
countries as well as on the Nordic defence cooperation.

We all have a responsibility to maintain peace and stabilityegion. This has made
our cooperation even more necessary.

As we are celebrating the NORDEFCO ten-year annivitlisaghgar that our

collective effort has led to many concrete and successtsil hesiallly our prime focus
was on creating efficient and cost-effective solutiongudirmiterest, not only in our
immediate vicinity but also in the international arenestéldished cooperation on
Nordic Tactical Air Transport (NORTAT) and deepened oyoecation in international
military operations such as in Afghanistan. More rettesttpoperation has continued
in Mali. Taking advantage of the Finnish, Norwegian ansisaedpace in the North,
we developed the successful exercise concept Cross Bordleg.Tr

Since 2014 our cooperation has become more operationabiaad focthe security

situation in our close vicinity. During the past few,ygatsave established secure
communication between our capitals, we have facilitsyesteass to each other’s
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territories, and we have taken measures to improve ourrtgituatonal awareness

by developing capability to exchange of air surveillforoeation. We have also agreed
on arrangements which enables Nordic aircrafts to uswlbades in another Nordic
country, for example when required by weather condiinotsier example of our close
cooperation is the air exercise Arctic Challenge Exengtbewas conducted as a
European high-quality flag level exercise this yeargioambdperation with the USA.
These Nordic exercises complement our ongoing securigfemzbdooperation
between NATO allies and partners, such as Trident Juz@i8rkast year.

“By establishing the NORDEFCO Crisis
Consultation Mechanism we strengthen
our abilities to cooperate also if a crisis
would occur.”

The NORDEFCO vision 2025 that we agreed upon in 2018 guidestber work.

It reflects the common understanding that a serious gecisig in the Nordic region
would affect us all, and that we need to be prepared and equippé&abttizer in peace,
crisis and conflict.

By establishing the NORDEFCO Crisis Consultation Meoham@sstrengthen our
abilities to cooperate also if a crisis would occur. Mimeehanism will enable us to
reach a common situational awareness during crisis amd. dddINORDEFCO
members may consult each other whenever the regiont/,dtadiil territorial integrity
or security is threatened. The mechanism may also be uskdngexiews and
coordinate positions on unfolding international evetitsmplications for the security
in the Nordic region or where the Nordic countries hav@m@a@o security interest.

We will continue the efforts to strengthen NORDEFCO asfarptafior security and
defence policy dialogue and effective practical coopehatiose Nordic defence
cooperation increases our military capabilities andiseresigur ability to act together.
When we train and exercise together, we strengthen onalnzpabilities and our
ability to act jointly. At the same time, we send a stroagtsigpotential aggressors
that we will defend ourselves if needed.

Peter Hultqvist Minister for Defence Sweden

Frank Bakke-Jensen Minister of Defence Norway

Trine Bramsen Minister of Defence Denmark

Antti Kaikkonen Minister of Defence Finland

Gudlaugur Thér Thérdarson  OLQLVWHU IRU )RUMDIQJ¥HODQG
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Danish Chairmanship 2020

In 2020, Denmark will assume the chairmanship of NO RDEFCO from Sweden
and further implement Vision 2025, based on the suc cessful work done by
Sweden in 2019. Denmark looks forward to taking on this important role.

The point of departure for the Danish chairmanship is the direfi that a strong
Nordic Defence Cooperation is an important contributioaciorgy and stability in the
Nordic Region and to the overall security of Europe. NORDERBRG@Iso support
Europe in its effort to strengthen its own security and detemaroving the ability for
the Nordic countries to act together in peace, crisis ahidtooif be an important part
of such an effort. During the Danish chairmanship, we wiilhge this important
work. Furthermore, we will work towards enhancing Noraitsatlantic relations and
cooperation and dialogue with the Baltic countries. troligte changing security
environment, we will further strengthen NORDEFCO as anftoupolitical and
military dialogue, especially regarding the ArctigilVéensolidate ongoing projects
but also explore new areas of collaboration within cgbeitysand green defence.
Lastly, we will explore possibilities for Nordic armanagit defence industry
cooperation including in regard to the European Defence Fund.

Thus, the Danish chairmanship priorities in 2020 ar e to:

* Enhance Nordic-Transatlantic relations further assaték @ooperation
and dialogue with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

» Develop knowledge and explore possibilities for coopesation the area
of cyber security with the aim to improve our resiliencesadangers from
growing cyber threats.

» Share information and discuss approaches to promote efezwe d
A particular focus area will be to explore reduction of dinendaotprint
in deployments.

» Continue to strengthen NORDEFCO as a forum for political ditenyi
dialogue on security and defence with enhanced focus aaotitie A

* Continue to improve our ability to act together in peasis,ammd conflict.
* Consolidate the newly established mechanism for crisitatmms.

» Explore possibilities for Nordic armaments and defencgimpdooperation
inherent in the European Defence fund as well as other ré&evarg and
instruments. The Nordic Defence Industry Seminar 20Z2@we as a
platform to promote dialogue.

Furthermore, we will consolidate and further developing-gamoperation and
action plans.
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